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Strategic 
Storytelling



• What Stories Do

• What is Strategic Storytelling?

• What Kind of Stories Can We Tell?

• The Storyteller’s Toolbox

• Building a Storytelling Culture

• Questions

Overview



What Stories Do



Stories Connect Us



Stories Create an Emotional Connection



Stories Build Credibility



What Is Strategic Storytelling?



What is your objective? 



Who is your audience? 



What Kind of Stories 

Can We Tell?



Types of Stories

• Nature of Our Challenge



KNGF Guide Dogs



Types of Stories

• Nature of Our Challenge

• How We Got Started



Chamberlin House



Types of Stories

• Nature of Our Challenge

• How We Got Started

• Performance



Added Value Community Farm



Types of Stories

• Nature of Our Challenge

• How We Got Started

• Performance

• Where We’re Going



Martin Luther King’s Speech



Imagine A World Without Hate



Types of Stories

• Nature of Our Challenge

• How We Got Started

• Performance

• Where We’re Going

• Emblematic Success



Girls Who Code



Types of Stories

• Nature of Our Challenge

• How We Got Started

• Performance

• Where We’re Going

• Emblematic Success

• Striving to Improve



Anthony Weiner



Types of Stories

• Nature of Our Challenge

• How We Got Started

• Performance

• Where We’re Going

• Emblematic Success

• Striving to Improve

• Why We Do 
What We Do



Voice



The Storyteller’s Toolbox



• One main character

• Real person 

• Name

Character



Conflict



Plot



Plot: Beginning > Middle > End



Resolution



Resolution

Resolution: The Moment of Truth



Show, Don’t Tell



One Central Point



Can you tell your story in one sentence?



Have a Call to Action



Beware of the Black Box



• Beginning “Once upon a time”

• Conflict What happened?

• Resolution The moment of truth

• Central Lesson So what?

Story Structure



Your Turn



Questions



Building a Storytelling Culture



Ask for Stories



Tell Stories



Teach Stories
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