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Society is like a dreamcatcher or a bunch of 
dreamcatchers—let the circle be unbroken







People lived in more spread out and 

distinct race/class groups in 1975

1990

Socioeconomic forces and social 

policies divided the city by race and 

class

1975

People of all kinds lived 

in close proximity in 

1875

1875

Thomas Hanchett’s study of Charlotte, NC





How do we restore the integrity of society?



That’s where “Planning to Stay” comes in…









Pam Shaw:
“Alchemy is a 
proto-science 
that looks like 
magic because 
we don’t yet 
understand 
how it works.”













Perpignan, France













































Foundation of old 

incline.

How do we get 

from

here to there?











































































































NIAGARA FALLS 
URBAN ALCHEMY TRAINING



























Outcomes of Elephant Walk

• Helped people appreciate these sites

• Inspired them to continue pushing for 
restoration of the disinvested places

• Helped them imagine a MARK


























