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James Brodick oversees the operations of the Brooklyn Community Justice Centers, including the
Brownsville Community Justice Center and the Red Hook Community Justice Center. Currently in the
planning stage, the Brownsville Community Justice Center is the Center for Court Innovation's newest
operating program. Mr. Brodick is working with the New York State Office for Court Administration,
elected officials, the Kings County District Attorney's Office, the New York Police Department,
community organizations, and residents to build support and raise money for the project. Brownsville
will be modeled after the award-winning Red Hook Community Justice Center—the nation’s first
multi-jurisdictional community court—which Mr. Brodick directed for seven years. Since joining the
Center for Court Innovation in 1998, Mr. Brodick has held several positions, including director of NYC
Community Clean-up and deputy director and director of community programs in Red Hook. Mr.
Brodick is a graduate of Saint John's University and is a New York State certified mediator.

Jason Cooper, Senior Program Officer at Local Initiative Support Corporation (LISC), is an architect of
social change. He currently oversees grantmaking efforts at the Local Initiatives Support Corporation
that promote strategic alliances between community developers, law enforcement and other key
stakeholders to address the challenges of increasing public safety in neighborhoods with
disproportionately high levels of serious crime, disorder, blight, and distrust of police. This has
included a focus on expanding organizational initiatives on ex-offender reentry, public health,
housing, economic development, and action research. He also provides training and technical
assistance to communities engaged in place-based efforts through the federal government’s Byrne
Criminal Justice Innovation (BCJI) program, where he has supported the development of the BCJI
model since its inception.

With his support, cross-sector partnerships in rural and urban areas have successfully catalyzed
social, economic, and physical change in high crime environments to create healthier neighborhoods
for youth and families.

Prior to joining LISC, Jason has spent over a decade providing leadership to nonprofit organizations
with a focus on building cross-sector partnerships, developing leaders, and implementing data-driven
strategies within diverse communities, organizations, and individuals across the country on a variety
of issues ranging from criminal justice reform to tax and fiscal policy to affirmative action.

Miguel Melendez is the Special Projects Director for Ibero-American Development Corporation (IADC).
As a graduate of St. John Fisher College with a BA in Psychology, Miguel has used both his education
and life experience in the inner city to address many challenges in an urban neighborhood. Straight
out of college, Miguel has worked on Project HOPE since its inception in 2008. HOPE is a
neighborhood health status improvement initiative funded by the Greater Rochester Health
Foundation focused on a target neighborhood off of North Clinton Avenue in Rochester, NY. Under his
Leadership, HOPE’s reach has grown to hundreds of neighbors and partners improving and
addressing the social determinants of health in the target area, creating new opportunities for
residents and sparking new development.
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